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A Century of Cinemas 
Sunday 10 April, 2-30 pm 
At the Vida Walsh Centre, 2b Saltoun 
Road SW2 (Effra Road end, facing 
Windrush Square). Doors open 2-15 pm.  
 
As a follow-up to September’s tour of 
Brixton and Streatham cinemas, Richard 
Gray of the Cinema Theatre Association 
will recount the history of movie theatres. 
 
The CTA was founded in 1967 when the 
magnificent movie palaces of the Twenties 
and Thirties were starting to disappear 
from our town centres.  Since then it has 
widened its horizons to encompass the 
study of all cinema buildings, however 
humble, as well as live theatres, music 
halls and those entertainment buildings 
now in use as bingo halls or for other 
purposes. 
A joint meeting with Lambethans Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First of our Summer Walks 
Rush Common 
Sunday 22 May, 2-30 pm 
Looking round the Brixton end of the 
former common with Alan Piper. Meet 
outside Brixton Tate Library, Brixton 
Oval SW2.  More walks dates inside… 
 

Annual General Meeting  
Thursday 10 June, 7-30 pm 
7-30 pm at the Vida Walsh Centre, 2b 
Saltoun Road, SW2  
Brixton Central Square was the main 
focus of our AGM last year, and we 
will take this opportunity to bring you 
up to date with developments since 
then.  We also want to report progress 
on restoring Brockwell Park and the 
Brixton Windmill.  And we are keen 
to hear all members’ views on our 
priorities for the year ahead. 
 
Getting Word Round 
One of the frustrations of producing a 
quarterly newsletter is the difficulty of 
giving members decent notice of events – 
we can easily be out of sync. with delivery 
of other groups’ newsletters so that their 
most interesting events seem to happen 
just before our next issue, or just after    
we have gone to press.  Planning cases 
and other consultations too are often on 
tight timescales.  Late changes to our own 
meeting arrangements are even more 
difficult to circulate quickly. 
E-mail should allow faster communication 
with many of our members – but only if we 
know your e-mail address!  For most 
members we don’t – or you forgot to tell us 
last time you changed it.  So please help 
us to keep you in the picture by e-mailing 
our Membership Secretary with your 
current or preferred e-address – to Diana 
Linskey, wjdcl@globalnet.co.uk
 
As before, news and comments for the 
next issue should be sent to Alan Piper 
(Secretary) at the address overleaf, to 
arrive before 15 June. And yes, you can 
use e-mail too, to APiperBrix@aol.com
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Diary of Events, Spring & Summer 2005 

Brixton Society 
meeting dates 
The following dates are 
for Executive Committee  
meetings, unless 
otherwise advised. All are 
at 7-30 pm at the Vida 
Walsh Centre, 2b Saltoun 
Road, SW2.  Contact the 
Secretary to check 
details. 

• 14 April 
• 12 May 
• 9 June (AGM) 
• 14 July 
• 8 September 

 
NB- The Friends of Tate 
Library & Gardens will 
meet at 6 pm prior to our 
own meetings. 
 
Brixton Area Forum 
For meeting details of the 
Forum and its working 
groups, contact the Town 
Centre office on (020) 
7926 1077.  We know the 
following meetings are 
coming up: 
 
Environmental Quality: 
Thursday 7 April, 7 pm at 
the Town Hall. 
 
Tulse Hill Ward: 
Monday 18 April, 10 am 
at St.Martin’s Library  
Centre, Upper Tulse Hill. 
 
Traffic & Transport: 
Thursday 21 April, 7 pm 
at the Town Hall.  
 
Forum Meeting date yet 
to be announced. 
 
Brixton Central 
Square Display 
The last in the series of 
consultation events will 
be: 
 
Saturday 16 April: 
Open Day & Exhibition of 
proposals for comments, 
12 – 4 pm in a marquee 
on Windrush Square. 
 

Links with 
other groups 
Based on news received 
but check details direct 
with the group involved.  
Future entries to Alan 
Piper (Secretary) at 82 
Mayall Road, SE24 0PJ, 
tel/fax (020) 7207 0347 
APiperBrix@aol.com 
 
Thursday 14 April – 
Lambeth Voluntary 
Action Council: 
Annual General Meeting 
at the YMCA, Stockwell 
Road, SW9 – prior 
bookings only to LVAC 
on (020) 7737 1419 or to: 
LvacAgm@Lambethvac.
org,uk 
 
Wednesday 20 April 
– Historians of 
Clapham: 
Peter Jefferson Smith will 
review the work of Eric 
Smith and other local 
historians of the Clapham 
area. 
7-30 for 8 pm at Clapham 
Manor Primary School, 
Belmont Road, SW4. 
Clapham Society.  
 
Monday 16 May –  
Transport Today 
and Tomorrow: 
John Stewart of Lambeth 
Public Transport Group 
on current developments 
and issues.  8 pm at 
Woodlawns, Streatham 
Darby & Joan Club, 16 
Leigham Court Road, 
SW16. 
Streatham Society. 
 
Sunday 5th June – 
Tree Celebration:  
Annual dedication of 
newly-planted trees in 
Brockwell Park, starting 2 
pm at the Clock Tower in 
the centre of the Park. 
Friends of Brockwell Park 
 

5-19 June – London 
Sustainability weeks 
A series of local events 
promoting community 
involvement, local action 
and best sustainable 
practice: information 
from: www.lsw2005.org
 
Wednesday 8 June:  
Lambeth Landmark 
Nilu York on Lambeth 
Archives’ collection of 
digital images.  7-45 pm 
at Herne Hill United 
Church Hall, c/o Herne 
Hill & Redpost Hill, SE24. 
Herne Hill Society. 
 
2 & 3 July – Crystal 
Palace Victorian 
weekend: 
Traditional sideshows & 
stalls each day, sited 
near Thicket Road gate 
(Penge end of Crystal 
Palace Park). 
The Crystal Palace 
Foundation.  
 
Sunday 10 July – 
Brixton Windmill 
Festival: 
Provisionally 12 to 5 pm 
(more details to follow). 
Friends of Windmill 
Gardens. 
 
16 & 17 July - 
Lambeth Country 
Show 
Brockwell Park (details to 
follow). 
 
17 & 18 September 
- London Open 
House weekend 
London-wide, buildings 
open to the public (details 
to follow). 
 
Saturday 24 Sept. –
Lambeth Archives 
Open Day: 
10 am to 5 pm at Minet 
Library, Knatchbull Road.  
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Local History Focus 

Black Cultural Archives 
moves to next phase 
BCA is pursuing the renovation of the front 
portion of Raleigh Hall as their new base, 
and their consultant came to our 
committee meeting in November to discuss 
progress.  This project has great potential 
to enhance this neglected section of the 
proposed “Central Square”. 
 
In the short term though, BCA are about to 
relinquish their current base on the corner 
of Coldharbour Lane and Atlantic Road 
and will lease the Council’s Kennington 
Day Centre until Raleigh Hall is ready. 
Selection of an architect-led design team 
should be made by the end of May, so that 
repair and adaptation of Raleigh Hall can 
be fully worked out and costed ready for 
the bid to the Heritage Lottery Fund to be 
made in September.  In the meantime the 
Council has organized contributions from 
Neighbourhood Renewal funding.  
However the total capital cost is £5 million, 
which still leaves a shortfall of half a million 
to find. 
 
Writing Competition 
Lambeth Archives is again running a 
competition for local history essays or 
research, aiming to publish the winning 
entry and retain other entries on file for 
reference.  Closing date is 31 July and the 
winner of the £300 prize will be announced 
at the Archives Open Day in September.  
Entry forms from the Minet Library or e-
mail to akrobinson@lambeth.gov.uk 
 
With this competition underway, we felt it 
would be superfluous for the Brixton 
Society to run something similar this year, 
BUT we are always interested in publishing 
local history research or reminiscences 
(and we will not ask you for £10!) so do get 
in touch sometime. 
 
Brixton isn’t just where you think 
it is… 
So said a recent advertisement by Brixton 
plc, a successful developer and manager 
of industrial estates known until recently as 
Brixton Estate Ltd.  Their first estate was 
opened at the north end of Brixton Road in 
1924 – see picture 4552 on Lambeth 
Landmark for the almost unchanged view 
from a passing bus, or www.brixton.plc.uk 
for more about what they do today. 
 

Recent Enquiries  
Our website stimulates a steady flow of 
enquiries and memories, of which only a 
specimen is given below: 

 
“I enjoyed your trail. I am an old Brixtonian, 
my parents lived at 101 Cowley Road 
when I was born in 1925, and I went to 
Hackford Road School.  The outside pulpit 
at Christ Church was (as far as I can recall 
from my mother) added by the Vicar just 
after the turn of the century.  His name was 
Mowll (pronounced mole). According to her 
the congregation went outside after 
evensong and gathered round the pulpit 
from which the Vicar held forth at length. 
The road next to the church is named after 
him. 
We left to live in Streatham in 1933, but I 
was at the wonderful School of Building in 
Ferndale Road from 1940 to 1943, and at 
its Architectural School from 1947 to 1952. 
My final thesis was on Greek Revival 
churches in London, and I have pictures 
including interiors of St.matthew’s taken 
c.1950 and a few of the bombed St.Mark’s”  
 
“After sending my e-mail, I hunted through 
my library to find a little book that I knew 
had details of Christ Church.  It is titled 
Modern Church Building, but is more 
correctly a bound version of the Journal of 
the RIBA dated 23 February 1907.  There 
is a plan of the church, showing the 
outside pulpit as part of the details.  There 
is also a perspective view from a drawing 
by Professor Beresford Pite.  I have had 
the book for years but for the first time I  
compared the plan and perspective and 
they don’t match.  The view shows a one-
bay nave while the plan has two bays and 
a narthex. 
A photograph in “Edwardian Architecture” 
by Alastair Service (1977) shows the two 
bays.  He says the church was built in 
1902-03 and “Unfortunately another 
architect added a busy and gawky central 
tower to the road frontage in 1908”. 
I am stuck in Northern Ireland so I 
haven’t seen Brixton for years.” 
 
Peter Benton, arch_ben@btinternet.com
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