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Outdoor events, walks and visits account
for most of the dates included in this issue,
starting with these:

Lambeth Country Show weekend

17 & 18 July, Brockwell Park:
Open from 11 am to 6-30 pm each day,
this big event continues on familiar lines
so look for our stall in the usual area. A
great opportunity to catch up with recent
publications or renew your membership. If
you can spare some time to help look after
the stall on either day (or at the Archives
Open Day in September) please contact
the Chair, Glyn Kyle on (020) 7326 5070.

Stockwell Parks and Commons —

Guided Walk, Sunday 8™ August:
Tracking past and present green spaces
around Stockwell, led by Alan Piper. Meet
at 2-30 pm by the War Memorial Clock
near Stockwell Tube Station.

Lambeth Palace, 12 August

A rare opportunity to visit Lambeth’s old
manor house, the London base of the
Archbishops of Canterbury since 1197.
Meet by 11 am on Thursday 12 August
at the side gate on Lambeth Palace Road.
Subject to the Archbishop’s commitments,
the tour will include the state rooms,
chapels and grounds. There is a charge of
£7 per head and numbers are limited so
prior booking is essential. Please book
with the Secretary, Alan Piper (contact
details overleaf) enclosing payment if
possible: cheques should be payable to
The Brixton Society.

Also in this issue:

Brixton Central Square Feedback,
New Lambeth Development Plan,
Annual Report,

Summer Walks highlights,
Brixton Postcards Offer...
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We appear at several events each year. This was our stall at Myatt’s Fields Park Fair on
Saturday 12 June, with (from left) Alan Piper, Doye Akinlade and Catherine O’Shea on duty.
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Diary of Events, Late Summer 2004

Brixton Society

meeting dates
In addition to the dates
highlighted on the front
page, our Executive
Committee usually meets
on the second Thursday
of the month to plan
events and activities, and
agree our responses to
local developments.
All meetings at 7-30 pm:
contact the Secretary to
confirm venues.

e 8July

e 9 September

e 14 October

e 11 November.

Links with
other groups

Check with organisers
first in case of changes
since news reached us.
Some events may be
charged for, and most
groups would welcome
donations.

Future entries to Alan
Piper (Secretary) at 82
Mayall Road, SE24 0PJ,
tel/fax (020) 7207 0347
APiperBrix@aol.com

Sunday 11 July —

Windmill Festival:

2 pmto 7 pm in Windmill
Gardens, off Blenheim
Gardens, Brixton Hill
SW2, to promote the
restoration of the mill and
improvement of the
public open space.
Friends of Windmill
Gardens.

Until 18 July:

The Garden of
Earthly Delights:
Exhibition of work by 20
artists, in the Walled
Garden of Brockwell
Park, dawn to dusk.
www.thegardenofearthlyd

elights.com
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Tuesday 20 July -
Brixton Area Forum

Traffic & Transport
7 pm at Lambeth Town
Hall (antechamber).

For other meetings of the
Forum and its working
groups, contact the Town
Centre office on (020)
7926 1077.

Sunday 1°' August:
Central Streatham
Meet at Streatham Hill
Station at 2-30 pm for a
Guided Walk led by Brian
Bloice.

Streatham Society.

Thursday 5 August

— Lecturettes:

Short talks by members
on a variety of subjects,
including reporting back
from local forums. 7-30
pm at the Vida Walsh
Centre, 2b Saltoun Road,
SW2 (Effra Road end).
Lambethans’ Society.

Wednesday 18

August — Southside
A guided walk along the
South Side of Clapham
Common, led by Mary
Coales. Meet at 6-45 pm
at Clapham South Tube
Station.

Clapham Society.

Thursday 19
August — Upper
Norwood walk:

Meet 7-45 pm outside the
Phoenix Centre, Westow
Street, SE19, for an
evening walk led by Keith
Holdaway.

Norwood Society.

Sunday 22 August
— Herne Hill's

Heritage Trail:

Meet at 2 pm outside
Herne Hill Station for a
second instalment of the
route covered by their
recent book.

Herne Hill Society.

Thursday 2" Sept.

Brain of Lambeth:
Brixton-based heat for
the annual general
knowledge quiz,
conducted by John
Moore. 7-30 pm at the
Vida Walsh Centre, 2b
Saltoun Road, SW2.
Lambethans’ Society.

Sunday 5 Sept. —
Brockwell Park
Nature Walk:

Early Autumn walk within
the Park, starting at 2 pm
by the clock tower.
Friends of Brockwell
Park.

Saturday 18 &
Sunday 19 Sept. —
London Open
House

A range of interesting or
historic buildings open
their doors to the public —
details from (020) 7267
2070 or see: www.
londonopenhouse.org

Saturday 25 Sept. —
Lambeth Archives
Open Day:

Exhibits, stalls and talks
mainly on the theme of
Women in Lambeth’s
history. 10 am to 5 pm at
Minet Library and
Michael Church, Burton
Road, SW9. Programme
available from Lambeth
Archives from 19 July -
enquiries to (020) 7926
0750.
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Brixton Town Centre Focus

Brixton Central Square:

Your Say on the Proposals
Up to fifty members and supporters took
up the invitation to have their say on the
proposals for Brixton Central Square at a
public meeting held before the Society’s
Annual General Meeting on 10" June
2004.

Widespread Publicity for the
Meeting

The meeting had been publicised not only
through a mailing to members and on the
Society’s notice board in Brixton Library,
but also through mailings via the Brixton
Area Forum, for which thanks are due to
Diane Burridge, the Brixton Town Centre
Manager. Members of the Society had
also completed a door-to-door leaflet drop
in the streets near the Central Square. As
a result, we had anticipated a good turn-
out, even though the meeting was being
held on the evening of the London Mayoral
and Assembly elections; but the Vida
Walsh Centre was still packed.

Grand Central Square Proposals
Our friends heard the proposals for a
grand Brixton Central Square, including
the pedestrianisation of part of Effra Road,
from Jo Negrini, former Town Centre
Manager and now the Assistant Director,
Community renewal. Jo explained that it
was hoped that up to 70% of the
anticipated £6 million cost of the scheme
would be met from the London Mayor and
Transport for London, and she
emphasised the importance of the result of
the local elections. She reported that she
had received tenders from a number of
international architects, which underlined
the widespread interest in Brixton.

Brixton Library and Tate Gardens
Marcia Bogle-Mayne, Brixton Library
Manager, explained the very difficult
conditions experienced by library staff and
users from the continued deterioration of
the Tate Library Gardens and its use by
such large numbers of street drinkers and
drug dealers. She explained that she had
taken part in the consultations on Brixton
Central Square in 2000/2001 and now felt
that action was long overdue.

Hilda Barclay got the greatest applause of
the evening when she demanded that
Council Officers take action to provide
public conveniences for use by visitors to
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Brixton and those using the public
transport interchange.

Creation of a Friends Group

Halit Ece, from Lambeth’s Environmental
Services, Parks Department explained that
parks, as a non-statutory service, had
been subject to budget cuts over the
years, and that as a result parks and open
spaces had fallen well below acceptable
standards. He advised members that as
part of a strategy to improve standards,
the Department had supported the
creation of a Friends of Brixton Library and
Tate Gardens group, which it was hoped
would be able, not only to contribute to the
development of redevelopment plans and
ongoing maintenance, but also to the
preparation of fund-raising bids without
which any significant improvement would
be impossible.

Immediate Improvements -
Councillor Whelan’s Intervention
Halit Ece reported to the meeting that, with
the support of Councillor Clare Whelan,
Executive Member for Environmental
Services, plans were being developed for
some simple environmental improvements
designed to repair some of the long-term
neglect and to reduce levels of anti-social
behaviour. These plans included the
replacement and repair of some of the
existing structures, including the raised
planters and benches, the provision of
improved levels of lighting and signage
together with works on the trees and other
plants in the square.

Public Questions and Answers

In the public discussion which followed, it
was agreed that it was important that
whilst improvements should not preclude a
grand scheme, simple environmental
improvements designed to reduce levels
of anti-social behaviour and improve the
quality of the square for all users were an
absolute necessity.

Devon Thomas of the Lambeth Small
Business Growth Initiative commended
Marcia Bogle-Mayne on the improvements
she had brought to the library and backed
the idea of further improvements, given
the interest felt in Windrush Square and in
the development of a Black Cultural
Archive in Raleigh Hall. James Priestman,
Community Safety Officer, publicised
details of the new Red Card scheme.






