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Our next appearance: 
Lambeth Country Show 
16 & 17 July weekend 
Once again we will be joining in with 
this big event in Brockwell Park, with 
the Society’s stall in the usual area, 
forming a block with kindred groups 
covering different parts of Lambeth. 
Do take the opportunity to check out 
our current publications, renew your 
membership and chat about your own 
interest in Brixton. 
 
Thursday 8 September: 
Revitalizing Brixton 
Caroline Townsend from Brixton Town 
Centre Office will update us on the  
Council’s big “Revitalize” package 
which we first reported last October. 
Nearly a year on, how are the Brixton 
parts of the plan shaping up? We hope 
members will take the chance to 
comment and ask questions.  7-30 pm 
at the Vida Walsh Centre, 2b Saltoun 
Road (facing Windrush Square) SW2. 
 
Saturday 24 September: 
Lambeth Archives  
Open Day 
Open from 10 am to 5 pm at the Minet 
Library, at the corner of Burton and 
Knatchbull Roads, SE5. As usual there will 
be a series of short talks linked to displays 
and stalls run by amenity societies and 
history groups. 
If any member can spare an hour or two 
to help staff our stall, please speak with 
Glyn Kyle (Chair) on (020) 7326 5070. 
 

Sunday 25 September: 
Ferndale Walk 
Meet at 2-30 pm outside Clapham 
North Underground Station for a 
guided walk around Ferndale Ward, 
led by Alan Piper.  This will be a 
circular route, based loosely on Brixton 
Heritage Trail No.2 but also including 
new or topical material. 
 
 

 
How well do you know your way around Ferndale 
Ward? The flats on the left recently replaced a 
former prefab office at the corner of Hetherington 
and Kepler Roads, off Acre Lane. To the right is 
one of the “pentagon blocks” of flats built by 
Lambeth c.1968. Photo from James Toohill. 
 
Regular readers should receive a full 
programme of all the Summer Walks 
with this issue, and a few of these are 
highlighted on the next page. 
 
Thursday 13 October: 
London Lives 
Recent Archaeological discoveries 
in London, including Brixton area. 
An illustrated talk by Sophie Jackson 
of the Museum of London, 7-30 pm at 
the Vida Walsh Centre, 2b Saltoun 
Road, SW2. 
Further details in our Autumn issue. 
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Diary of Events, Late Summer 2005 

Brixton Society 
meeting dates 
In addition to the dates  
highlighted on the front 
page, our Executive 
Committee usually meets 
on the second Thursday 
of the month to plan 
events and activities, and 
agree our responses to 
local developments. 
All meetings at 7-30 pm 
at the Vida Walsh Centre 
(BSSS) 2b Saltoun Road, 
SW2 – near corner of 
Effra Road, facing 
Windrush Square. 
Contact the Secretary to 
confirm arrangements. 

• 14 July 
• 8 September 
• 10 November. 

 

Links with 
other groups 
Check with organisers 
first in case of changes 
since news reached us. 
Some events may be 
charged for, and most 
groups would welcome 
donations.  
Future entries to Alan 
Piper (Secretary) at 82 
Mayall Road, SE24 0PJ, 
tel/fax (020) 7207 0347 
APiperBrix@aol.com
 
Monday 18 July: 
Brixton Area Forum 
- Tulse Hill group 
10 am at High Trees 
CDT, St.Martin’s Library, 
corner of Tulse Hill and 
Upper Tulse Hill, SW2 
For other meetings of the 
Forum and its working 
groups, contact the Town 
Centre office on (020) 
7926 1077. 
 
Wednesday 20 July 
– Clapham 
An evening guided walk 
around Old Clapham, led 
by Mary Coales.  Meet at 
6-30 pm at the Clock 

Tower outside Clapham 
Common Tube Station.  
Clapham Society.  
 
Wednesday 20 July 
(Hastings) and 
Wednesday 24 
August (Brighton) 
This summer, Brixton 
Sheltered Street Scheme 
is opening up its seaside 
coach trips to all groups 
like ourselves who meet 
at the Vida Walsh Centre. 
Cost is £7.50 a head and 
please book as early as 
possible – contact 
Sharon Marks at the 
Centre on Tuesdays and 
Fridays, (020) 7326 1780 
(messages can be left at 
other times). 
Brixton Sheltered Street 
Scheme (Young at Heart 
Club). 
 

 
 
Wednesday 17 
August – Park Hill 
& Clapham Park 
An evening guided walk 
around Park Hill, led by 
Peter Jefferson-Smith 
and John How.  Meet at 
6-30 pm by the Clock 
Tower outside Clapham 
Common Tube Station.  
Clapham Society.  
 
Sunday 21 August: 
Old Deptford 
Meet at 2-30 pm below 
Deptford DLR Station, on 
the south side of 
Deptford Bridge, for walk 
led by Alan Piper. 
(Buses 47, 53, 177, 225)   
Lambethans’ Society. 
 
All Saints’ to  
St. Faith’s: 

Sunday 4 Sept.  
Meet at 2 pm outside All Saints’ 
Church, Rosendale Road, 
SE21.  Guided walk around 
Herne Hill’s Dulwich fringes, led 
by Robert Holden.  
Herne Hill Society. 
 
Sunday 11 Sept. – 
House History: 
Illustrated talk by Alan 
Piper on dating your 
house and ways of 
researching previous 
residents. 
2 pm at the Vida Walsh 
Centre, 2b Saltoun Road, 
SW2 (Effra Road end). 
Lambethans’ Society. 
  
Saturday 17 & Sunday  
18 Sept. –  Open House 
London 
A range of interesting or historic 
buildings open their doors to the 
public –details from (020) 7383 
2131 or see: www. 
openhouselondon.org  
 
Thursday 6th Oct. 
Brain of Lambeth: 
This year’s general 
knowledge quiz will be 
run on a team basis, so 
why not join in? You can 
be confident that at least 
one of you will have an 
answer to those awkward 
sport or TV questions, 
while you deal with the 
history stuff - or vice 
versa!  7-30 pm at 
Lambeth Town Hall, 
Brixton Hill, SW2. 
Lambethans’ Society. 
 
Friday 7th October: 
Celebrating Age 
10-30 am to 4 pm in the 
Assembly Hall, Lambeth 
Town Hall. Exhibits and 
entertainment, part of a 
month’s programme of 
events for over 60s – 
details from (020) 7733 
0528. 
Age Concern Lambeth 
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Local History Focus 

Remembering Ska 
My name is Ewan Taylor. I’m a film 
maker living in London and I’m about to 
make a documentary about Ska music, 
its Jamaican history and its popularity 
in Britain from the 1950s onwards. I am 
hoping to use the film to pitch the idea 
to the BBC for a full series on the 
subject of the influence of Jamaican 
music in Britain. 
 
I am looking to interview people of 
Jamaican descent in the Brixton area, 
who might like to talk about their love 
of this music and how it was received 
in Britain upon their arrival. 
The name of the company is Brown 
Eyed Boy, and I can be contacted on 
(020) 7291 8024 or by e-mail at: 
Ewan@browneyedboy.com
 

Ewan Taylor. 
 

 
 

The well in Stockwell 
Colin Davies e-mailed from Stockwell 
Green to ask about the location of the 
well or wells referred to in the place-
name. 
 
The geology of South London means that 
wells are fairly easy to dig or bore as a 
source of water, hence place names 
including “well” are quite common.  The 
first written record of Stockwell dates from 
just before 1200, and the most likely 
location for a communal well would be 
around Stockwell Green itself, which was 
the old village centre.  The Manor House 
was nearby on 
the north-east side of the Green, where the 
Waltham Estate and (of course) Moat Place 
are today.   
Nothing remains today which is older  
than 1767, and by then many more wells 
would have been dug for private use as the 

 area became more populated in the 17th and 
18th centuries.  Even after mains water was 
available, wells continued to be important 
sources of supply for the two breweries 
operating in Stockwell.  
 
Stockwell Manor as a whole lay west of Brixton 
Road and extended almost to the top of Brixton 
Hill, as far as the corner of New Park Road and 
Lyham Road, whilst Stockwell Wood continued 
west of Lyham Road to beyond Clarence 
Avenue. 
Wells certainly existed in more distant parts of 
the Manor. For example, an earlier Secretary of 
the Brixton Society, James Wilkes, found one in 
his garden at 212 Acre Lane some 30 years 
ago.  The house dates from c.1815,  nearly 20 
years before the water works was established 
on Brixton Hill.  This old well was eventually 
filled in for safety reasons. 
 

Alan Piper. 
 

Two Civic Awards 
Congratulations to two of our committee 
members on receiving Civic Awards from the 
Mayor of Lambeth on 17th May.  In both cases 
the award recognizes their work with a range of 
local organizations including this Society. 
 
Glyn Kyle, Chair, has also been chair of the 
Streatham Darby & Joan Club for several years, 
and serves on the boards of LVAC, Age 
Concern Lambeth, Brixton On-Line and the 
Streatham Society’s committee. 
 
Margaret Westcott became an active member 
of Streatham Ratepayers & Residents 
Association some 25 years ago, and has since 
been involved with Streatham Darby & Joan 
Club, the Friendly Almshouses, and for the past 
year, the Friends of Tate Library & Gardens.  
  

Contact Us 
For general enquiries and to include material in 
future Newsletters, contact Alan Piper on (020) 
7207 0347 (tel or fax), APiperBrix@aol.com

or write to 82 Mayall Road, SE24 0PJ.  

For individual planning applications and 
appeals, contact David Warner initially on 
(020) 7924 0618, david@scriabin.force9.net

or write to 290 Coldharbour Lane, SW9 8SE  

For publication orders, website updates and 
membership/ address changes, contact Bill 
Linskey on (020) 7274 3835, 
wjdcl@globalnet.co.uk  

or send to 32 Stockwell Green, SW9 9HZ. 
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