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FUTURE BRIXTON
Thursday 14 February

Our Winter Social Thursday 17 January

Lambeth Council has announced a fresh
look at plans for Central Brixton, but
already the timetable has slipped so that
details did not arrive in time for this issue.
However we have been promised
someone from the Regeneration Team for
this meeting, starting at 7 pm at the Vida
Walsh Centre.
Meanwhile rumours are that things will
continue to drift, with the Master Plan not
being launched until April, but we will put
more news on the website as soon as we
get a clearer picture.

From 7 pm at the Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Road, SW2 (Effra Road
end, facing Windrush Square).
Admission free to members, but to help
our planning, please confirm as soon as
possible if you are coming, to Bill Linskey
on (020) 7274 3835 or by e-mail to:
wjdcl@globalnet.co.uk

How to contact us…
Editorial & Event Notices:
Material for the next issue should be sent
by 1st March to the Secretary, Alan Piper,
at 82 Mayall Road, SE24 0PJ, or e-mail to
APiperBrix@aol.com or phone or fax to
(020) 7207 0347.

More 2008 dates overleaf!

Publications & Membership:
Publications orders, membership renewals
and updates to the mailing list should all
be sent to Diana Linskey, Membership
Secretary, at 32 Stockwell Green, SW9
9HZ, or e-mail to wjdcl@globalnet.co.uk

Planning issues:
If you are concerned about a local
planning application, contact David
Warner at david@scriabin.force9.net or
(020) 7924 0618, or write to him at 290
Coldharbour Lane, SW9 8SE.

Local History:
We cannot undertake detailed research,
though we will try to point you in the right
direction – contact the Secretary as above.
We welcome news and comment from all
interested in the Brixton area, so opinions
expressed in these pages are not
necessarily those of the Brixton Society.

A celebratory event in the Tate Library on
31 October rounded off Black History
month with the combined launch of our
own book and Lambeth’s Abolition History.
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Diary of Events, New Year 2008
Brixton Society
meeting dates
In addition to our special
events, the Executive
Committee usually meets
on the second Thursday
of the month to plan
activities and agree our
responses to local
developments.
All meetings at 7 pm at
the Vida Walsh Centre.
Contact the Secretary to
confirm details.
• 10 January
• 14 February
• 13 March
• 10 April
• 8 May
• 12 June (AGM)
• 10 July
• 11 September
• 9 October
• 13 November.

Brixton Area Forum
For meeting dates of the
Forum and its working
groups, contact the Town
Centre office on (020)
7926 1077. .

Links with
other groups

Monday 7th Jan. –
Athletics in Victorian
& Edwardian South
London:
An illustrated talk by
Kevin Kelly, historian of
Herne Hill Harriers.
8 pm at Woodlawns,
Streatham Darby & Joan
Club, 16 Leigham Court
Road, SW16.
Streatham Society.

Tuesday 8th Jan. –
Octavia Hill and
Social Housing:
Her work and influence in
Southwark and Lambeth,
presented by Len Reilly,
Lambeth Archivist.
7 pm for 7-30 start, at the
Housing Co-op Hall, 106
The Cut (opposite the
Old Vic Theatre) SE1.
£1 for non-members.
Southwark & Lambeth
Archaeological Society.

Wednesday 9 Jan. –
Letter Boxes:
Talk by Neil Lloyd, 7-30
for 7-45 pm at Herne Hill
URC Hall, c/o Redpost
Hill and Herne Hill, SE24.
Herne Hill Society.

We suggest checking
with organisers in case of
changes since these
details reached us. Some
events may be charged
for, and most groups
welcome donations in
any case.
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Thursday 17 Jan. –
Digital Photos:
Keith Holdaway on his
digital record of the whole
Norwood area.
8 pm at the Phoenix
Centre, Westow Street,
SE19. Norwood Society
(local history group).

Monday 4th Feb. –
Croydon Archives:
An introduction by Chris
Bennett. 8 pm at
Streatham Darby & Joan
Club, 16 Leigham Court
Road, SW16.
Streatham Society (local
history group).

Wednesday 13 Feb.
– Historic Clapham:
Michael Green introduces
his new book on the
area. 7-30 for 8 pm at
Clapham Manor Primary
School, Belmont Road,
SW4.
Clapham Society.

Wednesday 13 Feb.
– Mary Seacole:
Talk by Cllr. Daphne
Marchant on the life of
the heroic black nurse of
the Crimean War. 7-30
for 7-45 pm at Herne Hill
URC Hall, c/o Redpost
Hill and Herne Hill, SE24.
Herne Hill Society.

Weekend 5/6 Jan. –
Rasta Santa’s
Christmas Joyride:
It’s Whippersnappers’
Christmas Panto, with
Poets Corner and the
Community Guardians.
2 pm & 4 pm each day at
Brockwell Lido, Dulwich
Road, SE24. Tickets £7,
concessions £5.50,
phone (020) 7738 6633.
Whippersnappers.

2-30 pm at the Vida Walsh
Centre, 2b Saltoun Road,
SW2
Lambethans’ Society.

1870s Penfold box in
Mervan Road, SW2.

Sunday 13 Jan. –
How old is your
House?
Alan Piper presents a slide
survey of “period features”
and other clues to the history
of your street or estate.
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Saturday 16 Feb. –
Lambeth Orchestra:
Concert featuring Der
Rosenkavalier suite by Strauss,
Mozart’s Horn Concerto No.2
and songs from Das Knaben
Wunderhorn by Mahler.
Starting 7-30 pm at All Saints’
Church, Rosendale Road,
SE24.
The Lambeth Orchestra.

Transport & Travel News

Instant History: With Eurostar trains switched from Waterloo to St.Pancras, they no longer
pass through Brixton Station, as shown here. This view from c.1996 is from the former Bon
Marche building in Brixton Road, looking towards the Railway Hotel in Atlantic Road, prior to
the development which included Argos just to its right. (Brixton Challenge photo archives)
normal.
However, the East London Line will
close from 22 December to allow its
extension over rail routes, south to
West Croydon (for 2010) and north to
meet the Victoria Line at Highbury &
Islington (for 2011).
In the meantime, although there will
be a replacement bus service, there is
likely to be extra demand for DLR and
Jubilee Line services.

Rail Prospects
The transfer of Eurostar Trains to a
high-speed track into St.Pancras has
released capacity for more frequent
suburban rail services between
Victoria and Orpington via Brixton and
Herne Hill, now 4 an hour, except
Sundays which remain half-hourly.
However you now need to change at
Bromley South to pick up the hourly
service to Maidstone which used to
serve Herne Hill station.
Also, the Thameslink service via
Herne Hill and Loughborough
Junction now stops at St.Pancras
International instead of King’s Cross
Thameslink Station.

Bus Changesst

Route 415 starts on 1 January,
running between Tulse Hill and
Elephant & Castle, replacing the 333
along Brixton Road. It should run
every 12 minutes.
Route 333 itself will be diverted
between Brixton and Kennington, to
run via Stockwell Road and Clapham
Road to rejoin its old route at the Oval
and continue along Kennington Park
Road.
Night bus route N133 from Liverpool
Street to Tooting Broadway is being rerouted via Streatham Vale and
Mitcham to Tooting, instead of via
Southcroft Road.
Route 59 (Streatham Hill via Brixton)
has already been extended from
Euston to terminate at King’s Cross.

In 1976, the closure of East Brixton
Station meant most Brixton residents
lost their access to the South London
Line service between Victoria and
London Bridge, though it’s still
accessible at Clapham (North) and
Denmark Hill. Once again there is
talk of dropping this service entirely.

Underground Lines
By the time you read this, we hope the
intermittent weekend closures of
Brixton Tube Station will all be over,
with Victoria Line services returning to
Adv\ BSN\ Jan 08 Travel.doc
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Green Issues

Changing Gateways to
Brockwell Park
Recent proposals for alterations to
the Herne Hill road junction – where 6
roads meet outside the gates of
Brockwell Park – have divided local
opinion. The Herne Hill Society and
the Herne Hill Forum are keen for the
road works to go ahead, to relieve
traffic congestion and allow the final
section of Railton Road to be
improved, in front of the railway
station.
On the other hand, the Friends of
Brockwell Park argue that too large
an area of park land would be sliced
off, to provide a much longer slip lane
where traffic turns left from Norwood
Road into Dulwich Road. At present
this lane is easily blocked by vehicles
waiting at the traffic lights to continue
north over Herne Hill. The new slip
lane would create a larger traffic
island outside the park, but there is
limited scope to lay this out as a
detached piece of open space, due to
access being required across it for
large vehicles entering the park gates
for events like the Lambeth Country
Show.

80 years ago - a 1927 plan for junction
improvements included removing the
front of a shop in Railton Road. Note old
lodges on both sides of the park gates.

Herne Hill gates in Summer 1939, with a
focal point provided by a temporary ticket
office for a series of shows at the Open
Air Theatre.

Despite both the road works and the
Lottery-funded improvements to the
park including public consultation, the
projects seem to have evolved quite
separately. The Friends seem to be
focussed on the number of square
metres being trimmed off the corner
of the park, but no-one seems to be
considering the quality of the spaces
involved. There is no unifying sense
of design. What should be the main
entrance to the park has been underwhelming for the past 50 years, with
the loss of the old gate lodges and
the memorial fountain to Mr Bristow.
Sadly the proposed traffic island will
be equally dreary. It must be
possible to do better and provide a
sense of place inside the park gates,
then more of us would be motivated
to defend it from traffic engineers.

Trouble in the Air
From the Vauxhall Society Newsletter:
The effects of excessive air travel are once
again in the news after the Government
announced its intention to move forward
with adding a third east-west runway at
London Heathrow Airport. The only relief
for South Londoners troubled by frequent
flights is that residents north of the Thames
would share their misery! Apart from the
impact on the environment, an almost
continuous background noise already
extends up to 15 miles from Heathrow.
More than a fifth of flights using Heathrow
are to destinations with a viable rail
service, including 60 flights daily between
Heathrow and Paris.
For more information, see the HACAN
website at www.hacan.org.uk

Alan Piper.
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Looking Ahead

Organising ourselves

Mounting displays or conducting guided
walks we can now take in our stride, but
the public events that we have put on in
Tate Library Gardens have all been
contingent on a variety of grants and
sponsorship. This means that some of
the events we pencil into our diaries now
may get switched around or not happen
at all, depending on our Chair’s creative
writing skills in filling-in applications for
grants.

Recently the Society’s Executive
Committee has spent some time
discussing what activities we should
be involved in and how we should
organise ourselves to carry them out.
It’s too early to say that we have a
complete answer, but a few strands
are emerging.
The Society has nurtured the Friends
of Tate Library & Gardens since the
beginning of 2004, four years ago.
We have tried to co-ordinate the work
of the two bodies by meeting on the
same evening, or latterly by
combining meetings. Although FTLG
has a keen core forming its current
steering group, capacity has been
too limited for it to be a fully
independent entity, and both bodies
seem inclined for FTLG to be
absorbed into the Brixton Society.
Since FTLG has its own constitution,
this will require a formal decision of
its members at a general meeting.

We have not yet agreed what we will
attempt to run during 2008, though
there is no shortage of ideas. It’s
very likely we will appear at the usual
events like the Lambeth Country
Show and contribute to the boroughwide Summer Walks programme.
We will try to provide opportunities for
members to comment on emerging
plans from the Council and respond
formally– once we know the
timetable. We would still like to
promote events in Tate Library
Gardens and Windrush Square – or
encourage others to do so – but later
in the year it’s all due to be fenced off
for TfL’s Central Square revamp.

That still leaves us to agree how to
provide for adequate discussion of
issues affecting the library and the
open space in front of it. Brixton
Society’s constitution already
provides for sub-committees or
working groups on any selected topic,
so FTLG could continue in this form
provided we can set up a pattern of
meetings for it.
Another concern has been what scale
of activities and events we should
commit ourselves to each year. The
Society has been able to survive so
long because it does not have the
burden of finding ongoing funds for
staff or premises. On the other hand
this means we are limited to what can
be done by volunteers in our spare
time, or can be bought-in for special
events if we can attract one-off
grants. Members are reluctant to
take responsibility for running
services on an ongoing basis, but
even so the recent level of activity
suggests some form of limited liability
structure may be worth adopting.
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Our next step is to spend another
committee session trying to define
any constitutional changes that we
need. If so, we will present them to
the AGM in June – or an earlier
special general meeting if urgent.
We intend this to be the main
business for the next meeting on
Thursday 10 January at 7 pm at our
usual venue, the Vida Walsh Centre.
If you have a view, come along, or email me your comments prior if you
can’t make it.
Alan Piper, Hon.Secretary
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Planning & Regeneration News
Government aims to exempt from
planning control. BRE concludes that in
most urban areas an installation will
never pay for itself in terms of the
owner’s costs or even carbon emissions.

The effect of the alternative has just been
seen in Southwark, where the South
London Press reported 2 market
inspectors resigned and 7 others under
investigation over corruption charges and we all remember the abuses under
Lambeth’s previous parking contractor.

A variety of locations were compared in
Manchester, Portsmouth and Wick, and
performance was found to be very
sensitive to small changes in local wind
conditions. Exposed sites on the
outskirts of Wick and Portsmouth were
viable, but inland urban sites were
ineffective. Wider use needs more
efficient and reliable generators at
affordable prices – or maybe prioritizing
tall blocks of flats for communal benefits
like lighting the stairs and lobbies.

In all, the package seems to discourage
street trading and undermine the vitality
of the existing market.
Source: BMTF Response to Council
Report for Cabinet on 20.12.07.

Why Allotments matter
As we were saying overleaf, one of the
Brixton Hill users threatened by the
original school proposals is the Windmill
Allotments. The site is part of the Brixton
Waterworks but this corner has been
used for allotments for at least 100 years.
The Friends of Windmill Allotments have
been trying to secure the future of the
site with both Thames Water and the
Council, while involving more people in
using the plots.
So far there has been involvement by a
local school and a nearby old people’s
home, both with associated volunteers,
and a course in permaculture has
recently begun, in addition to traditional
plot users who welcome the exercise and
the chance to grow their own fresh food.
Overall this is an efficient use of a
hectare of land. “Oasis” sites like this will
be increasingly important as London
becomes more densely built-up.

Source: RIBA Practice Bulletin.

Threat to Market
The markets remain an important
element of Brixton life, but several
problems were aired at our October
meeting. The market traders themselves
felt the present parking regime was
discouraging shoppers and had proposed
selective changes to parking restrictions.
Current Council proposals for managing
the markets now seem poised to deliver
the final blow.
The Brixton Market Traders’ Federation
has expressed concern at several
aspects of the proposals. Customers will
certainly agree with their comment that
cleaning standards are still inadequate.

Further details from hsharrock@aol.com
or info@windmillallotments.org.uk

Although there are strict standards for
market pitches, no enforcement action is
taken against ordinary shops with overlarge canopies or displays spreading
over the narrow pavements. Attempting
to let pitches on both sides of Electric
Avenue blocks access and makes
policing more difficult.

Future Clapham:
Only peripheral to our Brixton “patch” but
possibly one reason for “Future Brixton”
being delayed is that the launch of the
Clapham proposals has been deferred to
January. This package covers Clapham
Manor Street Baths, the former Social
Services offices at Mary Seacole House,
and Clapham Library. The development
is intended to provide a replacement
library, a smaller swimming pool and a
“customer centre”, sharing the sites with
private housing development.
Further details should be on the Council
website in January at
www.lambeth.gov.uk/futureclapham
Tel. Sarah Chan on (020) 7926 2581

Stallholders are being asked to remain
on their pitches for unrealistic hours.
This is particularly hard on greengrocery
traders who are buying the produce at 3
to 4 am, and then required to remain on
their pitch after they have sold out,
resulting in a working day of 13-14 hours.
Perhaps the most fundamental issue is
that Councillors should exercise scrutiny
over market management and decide on
appeals over licensing or other disputes.
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