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Our next appearance:
Weekend 18 & 19 July

Lambeth Country Show
Brockwell Park, SE24
This year the format is more traditional and we
expect to have a pitch in our usual area.
If you can spare some time to help on our stall
at this event (or the others below), please call
Bill Linskey on (020) 7274 3835 or by e-mail to
wjdcl@globalnet.co.uk

Sunday 20th September:

Windmill Festival
2 pm to 5 pm in Windmill Gardens,
between Ramillies Close and Blenheim
Gardens, Brixton Hill SW2. Postponed from
June, it now coincides with London Open
House weekend.

Saturday 26th September:

Lambeth Archives
Open Day
10 am to 5 pm at the Minet Library,
Knatchbull Road, SE5.
This year’s theme is Art in Lambeth – Lambeth
in Art, featuring artistic connections and local
topics interpreted in many different media.

Lambeth’s recent review of the Town Centre
Conservation Area raised a question mark
over the survival of The Fridge – but a 1913
cinema lurks behind the modern facade.
(BTC-V09-007.jpg)

Our next Summer Walk...

Sunday 9th August
Brixton Hill/ Clapham Park
Meet 2-30 pm at junction of Brixton Hill and
New Park Road, SW2 (in front of Dumbarton
Court) for a walk led by Alan Piper where the
old parishes of Lambeth, Clapham and
Streatham intersect.
Bus routes 45, 57, 59,109,118,133,137,159,
201, 319, 333, 41 all pass nearby.
If you mislaid (or missed) the full list of guided
walks, collect another from us at the Lambeth
Country Show this month.

Thursday 10th September:
Special General Meeting
7 pm at the Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Road, SW2
Before our usual monthly committee
meeting, we need to deal with some
unfinished business from June’s AGM –
see page 4 for details.
And if you missed the AGM, the annual
report and accounts are in this issue.

More dates inside...
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Diary of Events, Late Summer/ Autumn 2009
Society Meetings
The Executive Committee
usually meets on the second
Thursday of the month to
plan activities and agree our
responses to current issues.
These meetings are at 7 pm
at the Vida Walsh Centre,
2b Saltoun Road, SW2 (at
the Effra Road end, facing
Windrush Square).





10 September,
8th October
12 November

Links with Other
Groups
We receive news of many
events, but please contact
organisers directly for any
queries over times or
admission.

Thursday 17 July – Old
Streatham:
Illustrated talk by John
Brown, 8 pm at the Phoenix
Centre, Westow Street,
Upper Norwood, SE19.
Norwood Society.

Monday 20th July – Dr
Johnson – a biography:
Talk by Dr Peter Martin,
8 pm at Woodlawns,
Streatham Darby & Joan
Club, 16 Leigham Court
Road, SW16 (see also 7th
September topic).
Streatham Society.

25 July to 2nd August –
Love Parks Week:
A variety of events take
place in parks around the
country under this umbrella
– see their website
www.loveparksweek.org.uk
for upcoming local events.
AdvN\ BSN\ July 09 diary.doc

Tuesday 4th August –
John Whitgift’s
Almshouses:
Last in a series of talks
marking Croydon’s Tudor
connections. 2-30 to 4 pm in
the Activities Room,
Croydon Clocktower,
Katharine Street, Croydon.
Prior booking advised, to
(020) 8253 1030.

Until 7th August Hidden Treasures of the
Mary Rose:
Exhibition showing life on
board Henry VIII’s flagship,
open 10 am to 5 pm, at
Whitgift Conference Centre,
Whitgift School, Brighton
Road, South Croydon. See
www.MaryRoseHiddenTrea
sures.org or tel.020 8633
9939.
Whitgift School & Borough
of Croydon.

Thursday 27 August –
Open Evening:
Falling between the core
areas of Brixton, Herne Hill
and Dulwich Societies, the
South London Botanical
Institute is easily missed but
its small botanical garden is
planted with 500 species.
Open 6 pm to 8 pm.
South London Botanical
Institute.

Monday 7 September –
Dr Johnson and the
Thrales:
Talk by Stephanie Pickford
on Samuel Johnson’s
Streatham links. 8pm start,
venue as for 20th July.
Streatham Society.

Saturday 19 & Sunday
20 September – Open
House London:
Annual London-wide
opening of a wide range of
buildings and sites, see
guides in local libraries or
www.openhouse.org.uk

Until 27th September –
Best of British:
Dulwich Picture Gallery has
recently catalogued all of its
British works and this
special exhibition now
displays them to advantage.
Only usual gallery charges
apply: £5 adult, £4 seniors,
children free. NB - closed on
Mondays except for bank
holidays.
Dulwich Picture Gallery.

Sunday 18 October –
Brockwell Park Autumn
Walk, meet at 2 pm by the
clock tower near Brockwell
Hall.
Friends of Brockwell Park.

Tuesday 3 November:
Mayor’s Question
Time – advance news
People’s Question Time, at
which Mayor Boris Johnson
faces questions from the
public, is due to take place
in Brixton, at the Brixton
Academy on the evening of
3rd November. Our local
Assembly Member Val
Shawcross will chair the
evening, and is keen to
have lots of community
activists and councillors
there to put challenging
questions to the Mayor.
Booking details not known
yet but keep the date free!
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Local History and Beyond
Revolting London

Old Brixtonians remember

rd

Recent news about Myatt’s Fields Park
prompted Joan Greene to write from California
to enquire about the old Mulberry Tree that
used to stand near the round shelter building.
Was it swallowed up in the recent works or
felled by the Great Storm of 1987?
Joan went to Hackford Road School and left in
1939 just before World War II broke out (she
was Joanie Harris in those days, in case any
school-friends are still around).
If you know about the old tree, let Joan know
on uklady@verizon.net or tell Alan Piper who
will pass the message on.

Saturday 3 October, 9-45 am to 5 pm
at London Metropolitan Archives, Northampton
Road, EC1. Maybe the Brixton Riots of the
1980s were not so unique – at least historians
have found enough other examples around
London at different times for a day conference.
£30 for any Brixton Society member booking
before 31 July (we are affiliated to AfL). Forms
from the Secretary or e-mail enquiries to:
conference@archivesforlondon.org
Archives for London (Annual Conference)

Walk this way...

60 years in Brixton...
Councillor Brian Palmer now represents
St.Leonard’s Ward in Streatham, but keeps up
a close interest in Brixton, having notched up
60 years in the area last October. Family
connections go back even further, through
parents and grandparents. His grandmother
was a music hall artiste and he can just about
remember her taking him to see Max Miller’s
last performance at The Empress Theatre.
Brian passed on some observations stimulated
by a picture of an old tree in Lambeth Life
earlier this year:
“Your photo caption mentioned a fir tree on
Tulse Hill Road as possibly being the oldest
tree in Lambeth. May I make a couple of
observations?
Firstly it is not Tulse Hill Road, but simply
Tulse Hill after the family that owned the land
during the English Civil War. It later passed to
the Onslow family, who are still large London
landowners.
The tree itself is not a fir but a cedar. It and
another nearby used to sit in front of Dick
Sheppard School, one of two large secondary
schools that have since gone from the area.
Before that it was the front garden of a large
Victorian house, known appropriately as The
Cedars. This house was owned for a time by
the Hurlock family who had a large garage
building in Effra Road, roughly where Curry’s
and Halfords are now, just south of the old
Synagogue. The Hurlock brothers (William and
Charles) took on the ailing AC sports car firm
of Thames Ditton in 1930, one of several car
makers which actually started life in Lambeth

One of the themes of this summer’s guided
walks is “beating the bounds”, the old tradition
of perambulating parish boundaries once a
year. Some of the old boundaries – like that
above between parliamentary constituencies –
are now obsolete, or have been moved to suit
modern priorities.
Apart from our own walk on 9th August, the
theme recurs in North Lambeth on Sunday 13
September. Before that, the Lambethans
Society have organised a short extra walk on
Sunday 23 August to re-enact the boundary
walk between Lambeth and Croydon. This will
start at 2-30 pm from the crossroads of Gipsy
Hill and Westow Hill, finishing at Crystal
Palace Park near the old Vicar’s Oak.
They also have a visit lined up, on Sunday 30
August to Archbishop’s Park – meet at 2-30 at
the entrance on Lambeth Palace Road,
opposite St.Thomas’s Hospital (A & E).

Advn\ BSN\ History.doc
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Local History and Beyond
in the early years of the 20th century. AC got its
name from the Auto Carrier, and was started
by a gifted engineer called John Weller, with
backing from a successful London butcher
called Portwine. Weller designed a cheap
three-wheeled motor vehicle that would take a
large container on the front axle, enabling Mr
Portwine to make his meat deliveries. Later
customers for the versatile vehicle included the
Great Western Railway, Selfridges and
Associated Newspapers (publishers of the
Evening Standard). A passenger variant of the
trike followed, and the company moved to
Thames Ditton in 1911. The Lambeth address
is given as West Norwood, possibly what is
now the Park Hall Trading estate around Vale
Street.
As to the tree, I doubt if it is the oldest – there
is a larger and probably older cedar within
Brockwell Park, by the Hall. There’s also a
very old and hollow oak tree in nearby
Josephine Avenue – there are old tales of
Queen Elizabeth I sitting beneath this with Sir
Walter Raleigh, whose estate was said to be
hereabouts.”

works are underway and we can see the way
forward, it is time to reconvene. We cannot
wait until the Square is finished before we start
thinking about how to use it.
Our Chair, Bill Linskey, is convening a meeting
of interested parties in late July or August. The
date was still subject to key people checking
their diaries as we closed for press, but if you
want to be in on the discussions, contact Bill
(details on the front page). There may well be
some follow-up meetings too, to develop ideas
or resolve issues.

Library Services from home
Friends of Libraries groups tend to focus on
the contents and facilities of the local branch,
but Lambeth Library membership has some
other lesser-known benefits. Members can
access additional on-line reference services
from home, free of charge.
Newsbank – Newspaper archive of local and
regional papers (UK only).
Oxford ArtsOnline – an encyclopaedia of
world art from prehistory to the present in over
45,000 articles.
Oxford Music Online – a collection of music
dictionaries and reference works including
sound archives and illustrations.
Oxford Dictionary of National Biography –
collected biographies of the people who have
shaped Britain’s past and present.
Oxford English Dictionary Online – the
definitive record of the English language.
Oxford Reference Online – a collection of
language and subject reference works, with
quick-search facility.

Refreshing our links with
Library and Square
Following the Council’s recent decision to
adopt the name of Windrush Square for the
whole enlarged Central Square, including Tate
Library Gardens, it seems logical to amend the
name of our standing committee or sub-group
to the Friends of Tate Library and Windrush
Square.
We were not able to give members enough
notice to formally adopt the change at the
AGM in June, though those present were
happy with it. We therefore propose to put the
change to a Special General Meeting for
adoption just prior to the September meeting
of our Executive Committee.

Library Catalogue – search for books, CDs
videos and other materials within Lambeth
libraries.
What’s in London’s Libraries (WILL) –
search among the collections of a range of
libraries, museums and archives across
Greater London, and check their locations and
opening times.
People’s Network – combines an enquiry
service, online services about books and
reading, and “Discover” giving access to a
wide range of news services, as well as library,
museum and archive projects.

Let’s start planning to make use of
Windrush Square
Most of you will recall that the Friends
organised or encouraged several wellsupported events in Tate Library Gardens.
However, things have been in abeyance for a
while due to uncertainty over the timing of the
Transport for London works. Now that those
Advn\ BSN\ History.doc
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well beyond Brixton Town Centre to
Myatt’s Fields and much of Stockwell, and
out to the South Circular Road.

AIMS & ORGANISATION
STRUCTURE & MANAGEMENT: The
Society is a registered charity and an
unincorporated association. A revised
constitution was adopted at the 2008 AGM,
based on a Civic Trust model reflecting
current charity law.
The Executive Committee has met 9 times
since the last AGM, consisting of Bill
Linskey (Chair), Annick Alet, Doye
Akinlade, Ray Bailey, John Cunningham,
Barbara Davies, Phil Isaac, Rosemary
Honey, Diana Linskey, Alan Piper, Marilyn
Rogers, Eileen Walkin, Norma Williamson,
David Warner and Nicholas Weedon.

During 2008-09 the Society was registered
with the Civic Trust, the London Forum of
Amenity Societies and Lambeth Voluntary
Action Council. We have also participated
in the Brixton Stakeholders’ Forum,
Brockwell Park Management Advisory
Committee, Lambeth Police/ Community
Consultative Group, Lambeth Local
History Forum, Friends of Lambeth
Libraries and Lambeth Parks Forum. Our
representation on these and other bodies
has been reviewed to improve links.

PROGRAMME & ACTIVITIES
EVENTS: We held back from planning
new events in Tate Library Gardens due to
uncertainty over when the new Central
Square works would start. Guided walks
have been provided as part of the summer
series organised by Lambeth Local History
Forum. In recent years we have only held
occasional open meetings, but we devoted
our October meeting to transport issues
and our usual winter social went off well.

Photos by Annick Alet

Some of our committee members caught on camera
at our Winter Social: from top left, Ray Bailey, Doye
Akinlade, Norma Williamson, Barbara Davies, Bill
Linskey, Alan Piper, John Cunningham.

AIMS & AFFILIATIONS: We aim to
encourage awareness and understanding
of our surroundings, and to give local
people a say in Brixton’s future. We cover
a large chunk of Lambeth that extends

Advn\ BS\ Ann Rep 09.doc

Bill Linskey and Phil Isaac at Claverdale Road.

OUTREACH: During 2008 we ran stalls at
Lambeth Country Show, Claverdale Road
Centenary Street Party and the Lambeth
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Archives Open Day. We try to respond to
a varied stream of e-mail enquiries from
students, media and family historians.

PUBLICATIONS: Following the reprint of
the History of Brixton, a monograph on the
former Brixton Synagogue was published
in October. A few more titles are in
various states of preparation, subject to
the demands of our quarterly newsletter
and maintaining our website.

NETWORKING: In addition to the
organisations noted above, we are in
touch with a wide range of community
groups. We supported the Friends of
Brixton Market in setting up. We have
been represented on the boards or
committees of several local projects.

RESOURCES
FINANCE:
See annual accounts on facing page.
SUPPORT “In Kind”: Assistance from
individual members with newsletter
deliveries, staffing stalls, reporting back
from meetings of many bodies, and other
odd tasks are essential to maintaining the
Society’s current level of activity, and we
thank all who have helped.
MEMBERSHIP: Over time, membership
has been stable and about 20% are
people now living further afield who still
want to keep in touch. However, it is the
membership within the local community
that we most need to build up.
Alan Piper, Hon. Secretary.

How to contact the Society
Newsletter and enquiries:
News and general enquiries should be
sent to the Secretary, Alan Piper, at 82
Mayall Road, SE24 0PJ, or by
e-mail to APiperBrix@aol.com
Phone/ fax enquiries to (020) 7207 0347,

Friends of Brixton Market launched a special reusable bag to promote the market.

PLANNING: As a spin-off from the
Future Brixton plans, Brixton’s covered
markets came under threat of
redevelopment, which we worked to resist
in conjunction with other groups, local
councillors and our GLA member.

Publications & Membership:
Book orders, membership renewals and
changes to our mailing list should all be
sent to the Membership Secretary, Diana
Linskey at 32 Stockwell Green, SW9 9HZ,
or by e-mail to wjdcl@globalnet.co.uk

We have reviewed our policies on minor
planning applications, though it is only
possible to comment on a small
percentage of cases. Instead we have
given priority to responding to a variety of
planning policy documents, notably the
core policies of the Local Development
Framework. After all, if the policies can be
got right, we should not need to fret about
how Council officers will deal with
individual proposals.

Advn\ BS\ Ann Rep 09.doc

Planning Issues:
If you are concerned about a particular
planning application, contact David
Warner at david@scriabin.force9.net or by
phone on (020) 7924 0618.
For wider plans and policies, contact Alan
Piper as above.
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Supplement to Annual Report 2009
2009 marks the end of the line for two
organisations with which the Society
has been linked for many years – one
national, one very local.

Brixton Sheltered Street
Scheme
BSSS was devised soon after the 1981 riots
with the aim of being an exemplary community
project, but after the millennium, the climate for
neighbourhood-level projects worsened, and it
proved difficult to sustain enough expertise
and enthusiasm to keep going.

The Civic Trust
The past year has seen several familiar names
disappear into administration or mergers, and
charitable organisations are not immune. Even
so, the demise of the Civic Trust in April came
as a surprise to most amenity societies like
ourselves, for whom it had long been the
national parent body.

The original concept was for an alarm intercom
network linking old or disabled people in the
surrounding streets to an office staffed by
resident wardens who would come out to
assist in case of emergency. Lambeth was
persuaded to offer part of its housing site on
the corner of Effra and Saltoun Roads, and the
Vida Walsh Centre was duly built with Urban
Programme funds, completed in August 1988
and operating fully from November.
However, Lambeth eventually introduced its
own Careline system, and became reluctant to
support two networks within one borough.
Negotiations were concluded to absorb BSSS
wardens and clients into the Council system
with effect from April 1994, with the Vida
Walsh Centre continuing to provide social
support and advice services for older people.

The Trust was founded back in 1957 by Lord
Duncan Sandys. Its early achievements
included introducing Conservation Areas, and
it soon became associated with promoting
better standards of building design through the
Civic Trust Awards - Brockwell Lido was
among the winners in the last round of awards
announced in the spring of 2009. The Civic
Trust also ran the Green Flag Awards to
encourage better management and amenities
in public parks. In recent years it had been
developing the Purple Flag Awards scheme to
promote better management of town centres,
emphasizing the growing importance of the
evening economy to urban centres.

Early in 2004, failing to qualify for a new
Lambeth Council tender for old people’s day
care was to prove a mortal blow, but the
Centre was to limp on with diminishing
services for another 4 years in the hope of
another chance. Age Concern Lambeth
became more closely involved in supporting
the Centre and used it as an outlet for its own
advice services. The remaining part-time staff
were made redundant in May 2008 but
keeping the Centre running allowed income
from room hire to pay off some of the debts.

However it had been struggling to cover its
core costs from a variety of funded projects
and it lost the contract for running the Green
Flag Awards when the recession was cutting
back corporate donations.
Among the network of amenity societies,
alternative arrangements are being discussed
both to support local groups and to promote
similar issues nationally. Civic Trust activists
have set up the Civic Society Initiative which
could do both, though the national scene is
more crowded nowadays with bodies like
Heritage Link, SAVE and English Heritage.
Meanwhile, this Society benefits from regional
networks like the London Forum and the
London Parks & Greenspaces Forum, while in
recent years our insurance has been obtained
via the British Association for Local History.

Adv\BSN\ July 09 Supp.doc

Eventually, Age Concern Lambeth took over
the lease of the Vida Walsh Centre with effect
from 1st July, and BSSS will be formally
wound-up as a company over the next few
months. Age Concern intends to continue
hiring the Centre to local groups, on the basis
that the rental income should be able to cover
the running costs of the premises.
ADP.

8

Planning & Regeneration News

Time to Fight Blight!

Brixton Town Centre -

At our AGM last month, Lambeth Planning
officer Zbig Blonski warned that several
draft policy documents were on their way
as part of the Local Development
Framework which is replacing the present
Borough Plan, or UDP as they call it.
The latest arrived just as we were putting
the final version of this newsletter together,
but as usual there is a tight time-scale for
responding – by 10 August in fact.

Conservation Area Statement

Site Allocations form the theme this time,
which means identifying sites where major
developments can take place for key uses
identified in the emerging plans. The
Council itself is looking for sites for extra
schools, and for waste management or
recycling services. It also needs to find
sites where more housing can be
squeezed in to meet targets set in the
Mayor’s London Plan, though how they will
be financed is anyone’s guess – private
developers are out of the running for the
present. Although the government is
belatedly urging councils to build housing
again after 30 years of discouragement,
Lambeth seems to have set its face
against council housing in general.

Reliance Arcade, Electric Lane.
During May, Lambeth Council consulted
on its draft Conservation Area Statement,
being the first comprehensive review since
the Town Centre Conservation Area was
designated in November 1980.
Key points from our comments are
summarised below.

Overview:
Decades of over-ambitious plans blighted
the Town Centre and discouraged
investment in renewal and maintenance.
We need some ongoing commercial
investment to enhance the Town Centre
and maintain its vitality.
The aim of the Statement then should be
to explain the context and encourage
applicants for planning permission to raise
the quality of their efforts, rather than to
delay or tone down development.

The draft identifies 114 sites around the
borough where something could happen –
but we need to resolve quickly which ones
are realistic and which would do more
harm than good. Otherwise sites could be
blighted for years with buildings decaying
because nobody is willing to improve them
in case they are demolished in the near
future – something we have seen too often
around Brixton in past years.

The Wider Planning Framework:
One of our concerns is that present
Unitary Development Plan policies should
be carried through into the Local
Development Framework (LDF) which is
intended to replace it. However, the draft
LDF seemed to dilute Conservation
policies in comparison with those in the old
UDP.
In particular, we want to see the Council’s
commitment to a Local List put into effect.
A major difficulty when preparing our
response was that we did not know the
Council’s current intentions for the Town
Centre as a whole, due to successive
delays in publishing the “Future Brixton”
Master Plan.

Some sites like Freemans in Clapham
Road already have approved schemes
which have merely been delayed by the
recession, so is there some back-tracking
going on? Current planning approvals
have a life of 3 years in which building can
start, but the government is relaxing the
rules to allow councils to extend this to 5
years without the whole application
process having to start afresh.
Other sites within our patch are listed on
page 11.
If you have concerns over a particular site
in our catchment area, please contact Alan
Piper before the end of July (details on p.6)
and be sure to write to Lambeth Planning
yourself too.
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Historical Account
This contained several discrepancies
which could weaken the credibility of the
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Statement if challenged at a Planning
Appeal.

Spatial Form
Conservation Areas tend to fall into 3
broad categories, and policies for each
area should be shaped accordingly:
 Uniform developments, whether
estates, squares or terraces,
where the emphasis should be on
maintaining the original character
and massing.
 Open spaces, where the
presumption should be against
cluttering the space with
substantial new buildings, and
more attention would be paid to
vistas and trees.
 Town and village centres,
containing a variety of building
types and styles which contribute
to “group value”. The emphasis
here should be on retaining the
variety, even if individual buildings
are replaced or adapted for
changing needs. Infilling with
bland buildings would dilute the
special character that we wish to
conserve.

Before 200 years ago, “Brixton” referred to
a much wider district or “hundred” rather
than a village or centre. The scope for
development of the present Town Centre
was inhibited until the enclosure of Rush
Common (from 1806) and Stockwell
Common (from 1813). Restrictions on
building on parts of the former Rush
Common have shaped the development of
much of the Town Centre, so deserve to
be presented more fully and accurately.

Character Appraisal:
In addition to the commercial centre, the
CA boundary includes earlier suburban
elements to the north and south, dealt with
rather too briefly, particularly St. Matthew’s
Churchyard.

The size and diversity of this Conservation
Area includes sub-areas of all 3 types, but
the last of them predominates.

Atlantic Road/ Electric Avenue
The distinctive character of the Market
Arcades is not defined only by
conventional building elements, but also
by signage, the range of goods sold and
the complex web of connections of users
and traders.
The Railway Hotel is a key landmark
whose reinstatement needs to be a priority.

Buildings, Materials & Details
The Statement was rather disparaging of
post-1939 buildings. Although successive
generations tend to disregard the buildings
they grew up with, we should try to identify
their strengths and weaknesses without
bias – age alone does not indicate merit.
1950s buildings represent a period of postwar austerity when costs were limited by
the terms of War Damage reinstatement.
Architects favoured extensive glazing but
avoided ornament.
By 1970, fashion had shifted to more
rugged buildings with rough concrete and
coarse detailing which has not weathered
well. The “elephant in the room” of this CA
is the Recreation Centre, designed in 1973
but not completed until 1986.

Brixton Road/ Brixton Hill
There is a distinct open space at the
southern end of the “high street” with
St.Matthew’s Church at its centre, and with
tree-lined corridors opening out to the
south along Effra Road and Brixton Hill.
The surrounding buildings are important in
defining the space - Hambrook House acts
as a substantial corner marker. Planners
criticised The Fridge for its neglected
facade, but the building is otherwise as
completed in 1913, including much
Edwardian internal decor.

It’s been good to see some ornament and
variety returning in the past two decades.
The present facades of Market Row, and
particularly the Electric Lane frontage,
largely result from renovation supported by
the Brixton Challenge programme in the
mid-1990s.

AdvN\ BSN\ July 09 CA Review.doc

In contrast, 5-7 Effra Road and 7 Town
Hall Parade are examples of the “safe/ in

keeping” design that we should aim to
discourage in the Centre.

10

Planning & Regeneration News
should be acceptable as an alternative to
blank metal roller shutters, with the benefit
of continuing to protect the glass.

Stockwell Road
There is some merit in including
Goodwood Mansions (which complements
the Astoria/ Academy block) and the midVictorian terrace at 218-232 Stockwell
Road. The Baptist tabernacle has an
unusual plan, based on hexagons. Blue
Star House is more problematic, but it is a
dominant feature on this side of the Town
Centre so greater control over its future
treatment is desirable.

One local concern is the proliferation of
free-standing pavement signs which
obstruct pedestrian movement. Fixed
advertising panels within the footway
should also be discouraged.
Attempting to reintroduce traditional
retractable shop blinds is probably
unrealistic, and would only add another
obstacle to new businesses opening.

Listed Buildings
The number of Listed Buildings within the
CA was less than we would expect. We
took the opportunity to propose several
properties for the local list, in most cases
as an interim measure pending statutory
listing being achieved.

Tall Buildings
We would be opposed to any additional
tall building within the CA unless there
were special circumstances in its favour.

Let’s keep talking

Negative & Neutral Factors

It has long been evident that the Council
alone cannot monitor infringements within
its many CAs, nor finance enhancements,
and neither has it all the requisite
expertise in-house. Instead of being asked
once in a generation, we should return to
an ongoing consultation framework for
Conservation Areas, in order to strengthen
local interest and investment. Yet
Lambeth’s conservation areas advisory
committee has been moribund since 1988.
Subsequent consultations have been rare
and brief, with no framework for initiatives
to come from the community, such as
extension or enhancement proposals.

In contrast, a provocative part of the
Statement identified some “soft targets” for
removal or remodelling, but maybe we
should leave some cope for future
development. The questions that then
arise are:
 Have appropriate buildings been
chosen, given that most buildings
in a CA would be expected to
remain?
 Will planning policies encourage
replacement buildings which
enhance the CA, or will designers
merely play safe?

Guidance:

Alan Piper.

Overall, there was a disappointing
tendency to fall back on conventional
conservation policies promoting uniformity
and reticence, rather than the variety and
vitality that the commercial parts of the
Town Centre need.
Original shop frontages demand some
respect but in contrast, the rear was often
built in a haphazard way so more variety
should be acceptable there. Green roof
treatments should be encouraged for flat
roofs, and more sympathetic consideration
should be given to providing roof terraces
for residential accommodation over shops.

Fight Blight – Local Sites include:
East Brixton Regeneration Arc;
Blue Star House, Stockwell Road;
Hambrook House , 1-7 Town Hall Parade
and offices at rear inc 1-5 Acre Lane;
Guinness Trust, Loughborough Park;
Former Bon Marche yard, Nursery Road;
Railway Hotel & site r/o Electric Mansions;
Brixton Road (between Angell & Stockwell
Park estates);
Brixton Prison;
Sites north of Waterworks Road;
Loughborough Junction (around station);
118-120 Coldharbour Lane;
Cowley & Myatt’s Fields North estates;
35 Bedford Road/ r/o 2-28 Ferndale Road;
Clapham Park estates;
A.J. Bull, Shakespeare Road;
Stockwell Station & Richardson Court;
Former Annie McCall Hospital, Jeffreys Rd.

Shopfronts & Signs
Innovative modern designs should not be
discouraged.
The visual objection to plain roller shutters
is the large blank metal surface which
often contrasts with more complex fascias
and facades above. External roller grilles
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Notes and News

Brixton Pound Update

Music in the Parks

The Brixton Pound (B£) has seen real
progress since the last Brixton Society
Newsletter. Most significant is that we
have received confirmation from
Lambeth Council and will be using the
Town Hall for our launch on Thursday
September 17th.

One of the spin-offs from the Lotteryfunded renovation of local parks is the
return of live music, and it’s free!

We now have over 400 members in
our 1000 club, a collection of members
of Brixton community committing to
spend at least £10 on the scheme,
with many offering more. These
members have committed to spend
over £6600, all of which will stay within
the local community, being spent at
independently owned shops.

Sunday 12 July, 3pm Myatt’s Fields Park
South London Jazz Orchestra.
Sunday 26 July, 3pm Myatt’s Fields Park
Lambeth Wind Orchestra.
More music is promised from the
bandstand on Sundays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd
August, funded by Lambeth Events.
Sunday 2 August, 2–6 pm Brockwell Park
Tea Dance, adjacent to Brockwell Hall.
Sunday 9 August, 2-6 pm Brockwell Park
Nostalgia Steel Band

Our business outreach has been
successful with 40 businesses so far
signed up to use the B£. Businesses
range from a variety of bars and cafes,
including Mango Landin’ and Rosie’s
Café, to restaurants like Satay Bar and
Negril, as well as the shop Howard’s
Home Hardware and the butcher O
Talho. We have also received support
and funding from Morley’s, who have
agreed to be an issuing point for the
B£. You can see all of the businesses
taking part on a google map on our
website.

Sunday 13 September, 1-6 pm Brockwell
Park – Busking Cancer (various artistes).

We will have a presence at a variety of
events over the next couple of months.
You will find us at the Lambeth
Country Show and Brixton Splash.
Just as well, we will be selling the B£
at the Urban Green Fair the weekend
after our launch. If you would like to be
part of this project, please go to our
website, www.brixtonpound.org.
There, you can join our 1000 club, see
the areas where we are looking for
support, donate through our Paypal
account, and sign up to accept the B£
if you are a local business.

Restored kiosk and band-stand, Myatt’s Fields Park

We would love to hear from you with
any questions or comments you may
have about the B£.
Tim Nichols, TTB
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Write for our next issue
Space permitting, we are happy to
announce local events and publish
reminiscences or enquiries in our
newsletter.
We welcome news and comments
from all interested in the Brixton area,
so opinions expressed in these pages
are not necessarily those of the
Brixton Society.
Material for the next issue should be
sent in before 5th September to Alan
Piper (details as on p.6) – but earlier is
always helpful!
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