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1  INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1  This document forms a written scheme of investigation, (WSI) for an archaeological 

evaluation to be conducted during the redevelopment of Somerleyton Road in Brixton, 

London Borough of Lambeth, (fig.1). 

 

1.2 The site is due for redevelopment including: 

 

 Demolition of existing buildings on-site (with the exception of Carlton Mansions which 

is retained and refurbished) and redevelopment to provide a residential-led, mixed use 

development comprising 304 new dwellings (50% affordable) and approximately 

8,000 sq.m (GIA) of non-residential uses including a theatre (Sui Generis) and 

employment, retail and community uses (Use class B1/D1/A1/A2) with associated 

parking, landscaping and ancillary works. 

 

1.3 The evaluation has been attached as a condition to the approved planning application 

15/05282/RG3 following advice received from Historic England’s Greater London 

Archaeological Advisory Service, (GLAAS). The condition follows submission of an 

Archaeological Desk-based Assessment, (DBA), produced by Archaeological 

Solutions Ltd. The archaeological evaluation has been commissioned by Galliford Try 

on behalf of the London Borough of Lambeth.   

                  

2 SITE LOCATION, GEOLOGY AND TOPOGRAPHY   

 

2.1 The site lies on a long, thin, tapering island of land approximately 465m long, (NW-

SE), by 60m wide at the northwestern end and reducing to 22m wide at the 

southeastern end, (fig.2). The site is sandwiched between Somerleyton Road to the 

east and the railway line to the west. The northern end of the site fronts onto 

Coldharbour Lane, and the southern boundary is shared with the Guinness Partnership 

housing development. The site is vacant at its southeastern extremity and currently 

occupied by a collection of light industrial units and an depots in the southeastern and 

central areas respectively. The northern area is occupied by a school, and Carlton 

Mansions at the northwestern end. Carlton Mansions is to be retained, (being a Locally 

Listed Building), and internally renovated.  

 

2.2 According to the British Geological Survey, Sheet 270: South London, (fig.3) the site 

overlies an area of Kempton Park Gravels forming a wedge with Head to the west and 

London Clay to the east. The river terrace gravels including the Kempton Park gravels 

drop off to the north towards the Thames, 2km to the northwest. 

 

2.3 The site itself is relatively level, ranging from 13.0mOD at the northwestern end and 

16.0mOD at the southeastern end. Over a distance of 465m this does not amount to 

any significant slope.  
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3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 

3.1 A detailed DBA was produced by Archaeological Solutions Ltd, with the original 

application in 2015, and so the full history and background will not be discussed in 

detail here; only the most relevant points will be reproduced1. 

 

3.2 Prehistoric 

 

3.2.1 The valley of the River Effra flowed less than 200m west of the assessment site, and 

such watercourses were particular foci for man in prehistoric times. However, the only 

artefacts recorded within the study area are a Palaeolithic flint flake and a later 

prehistoric flake from the vicinity of the river (MLO114, GLHER091104). Therefore 

the potential for prehistoric remains on site is deemed to be low to moderate. 

 

3.3 Roman 

 

3.3.1 Brixton Road (A23) running 250m west of the assessment site follows the course of a 

Roman Road and is designated an Archaeological Priority Area (DLO35992). There 

is potential for roadside settlement or activity, although no archaeological finds have 

been recorded from within the study area. Like the potential for Prehistoric evidence 

the potential for Roman evidence is deemed low to moderate.  

 

3.4 Medieval 

 

3.4.1 Coldharbour Lane is thought to follow the course of an Anglo-Saxon trackway but no 

archaeological finds have been recorded from within the study area. 

 

3.4.2 Brixton Road which passes 250m west of the assessment site is thought to have 

continued in use as a medieval road (MLO13553), as did Coldharbour Lane abutting 

the northern end of the site (GLHER 090963, GLHER 090464). Plough soil containing 

medieval and post-medieval pottery was identified in an area centred on 370m west of 

the assessment site (GLHER 091105). 

 

3.4.3 The site itself is believed to have remained open fields within a rural landscape 

suggesting that the site would not produce any greatly significant medieval remains 

apart from ploughsoils. Therefore the site holds a low potential for medieval remains.  

 

3.5 Post-medieval 

 

3.5.1 The embanked railway line bordering the site was opened in 1862. Somerleyton Road 

was built by 1875 and became a fully developed residential area by 1893. The current 

development overlies the foundations and semi-basements of the former late-Victorian 

buildings, (figs.4 and 5). These foundations and semi-basements will have removed 

any shallow archaeological deposits and truncated the upper levels of any deeper cut 

features. The current site layout dates from the late-1960s onwards. The site has a high 

potential to include post-medieval remains. 

       

                                                
1 Archaeological Solutions Ltd. (2015) 
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4 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION 

 

4.1 The site is due to be developed in five phases, from northwest to southeast, (fig.6), 

with a series of multi-storey residential, business, retail and community use areas with 

associated parking, landscaping and ancillary works. The redevelopment of the site 

will include substantial below ground works during stripping and demolition of the 

present site, and excavation of new footings, service runs, lift pits and areas of 

basement, (figs.7-11). Thus the development will have a long-term major-adverse 

impact upon any surviving archaeological remains on the site; therefore the need for 

archaeological evaluation. 

 

4.2 It is proposed that a total of 15 archaeological trenches be excavated across the 

footprint of the development site, (figs.7, 8, 10 and 11). The trenches will measure 

15m long by 2m wide, and be distributed thus: 

 

 Phase 1 = 2 trenches 

 Phase 2 = 4 trenches 

 Phase 3= 3 trenches 

 Phase 4 = 3 trenches 

 Phase 5 = 3 trenches 

 

 This will provide a 2.5% coverage of the site, (450m2), and help mitigate any impact 

upon buried archaeological remains. 

 

4.3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

 

4.3.1 The evaluation presents the chance to explore the following general and specific 

research questions: 

 

 Is any evidence of prehistoric activity opportunistic/seasonal exploitation or a more 

formal sedentary occupation on the site?  

 Is the Roman activity domestic, agricultural, military, religious or industrial? 

 Is there any evidence of medieval activity on the site? If so, what form does this 

take? 

 Is there any post-medieval evidence such as boundary ditches or hedgerows 

associated with agricultural practices? 

 Is there any evidence of the post-war properties shown on cartographic sources? 

What effect have these had on the archaeological potential of the wider site? 

 At what level and to what extent do archaeological deposits survive across the site? 

 What is the nature and depth of natural geology across the site?  
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5 METHODOLOGY    

  

5.1        Standards 

 

5.1.1 The field and post-excavation work will be carried out in accordance with Historic 

England guidelines (Greater London Archaeology Advisory Service: Standards for 

Archaeological Work, 2015). Works will also conform to the standards of the 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (Standard and guidance for archaeological field 

evaluation, 2017). Overall management of the project will be undertaken by a full 

member of the Chartered Institute.       

 

5.1.2 Fieldwork will be carried out in accordance with the Construction (Health, Safety & 

Welfare) Regulations. All members of the fieldwork team will hold valid CSCS 

(Construction Skills Certificate Scheme) cards, and will be equipped with PPE 

including hi-vis jackets, hard-hats, and steel-toe-capped boots, and gloves. All 

members of the fieldwork team will also follow the contractors’ health and safety 

guidelines. 

 

5.1.3 The Client and the GLAAS Archaeological Advisor for the London Borough of 

Lambeth will be kept informed of the progress of fieldwork, and in particular of any 

significant finds or remains that are exposed. 

 

5.2 Fieldwork 

 

5.2.1 The fieldwork will involve the excavation of 15 trenches sited to provide a 

representative coverage of the development footprint and also to extract the greatest 

amount of archaeological data possible, (figs.7 and 12). The total trench coverage will 

be 450m2 which represents an approximate 2.5% sample of the development footprint. 

It is understood that the evaluation will be conducted on a phase by phase basis, the 

findings of which will be compiled into a synthesis of the site, (see section 5.4). 

 

5.2.3 Initial bulk excavation of the trenches will be undertaken by a mechanical excavator 

fitted with a toothless grading bucket and operated under archaeological supervision. 

Deposits will generally be removed in this way in shallow spits to the latest significant 

archaeological horizon, or in the absence of remains to a clean natural / subsoil layer.  

 

5.2.4 Following machine clearance an on-site decision will be made as to the likely 

significance of archaeological deposits and features within the trenches and dictate the 

extent of hand-excavation required. Sufficient work will be undertaken to establish the 

nature and extent of deposits and features, with adequate recovery of finds dating and 

other evidence. 

 

5.2.5 Should significant archaeological remains be encountered Compass will inform all 

parties as soon as possible, and further mitigation measures will be agreed upon and 

implemented. These may include additional archaeological work or specialist advisors 

being called upon to aid in investigation and recording of said remains, as well as 

preservation of remains in situ. Where feasible the latter may require modifications to 

the design. 
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5.2.5 Archaeological contexts will be recorded as appropriate on pro-forma sheets by 

written and measured description, and/or drawn in plan or section generally at scales 

of 1:10 or 1:20. The investigations will be recorded on a general site plan and related 

to the Ordnance Survey grid. Levels will be taken on the top and bottom of any 

archaeological features or deposits, transferred from the nearest Ordnance Datum 

Benchmark. 

 

5.2.6 The recording system will follow the procedures set out in the Museum of London 

recording manual. By agreement the recording and drawing sheets used will be directly 

compatible with those developed by the Museum. 

 

5.2.7 The fieldwork record will be supplemented by digital photography, in .jpeg and RAW 

formats.   

 

5.2.8 Additional techniques will be applied as appropriate, for example metal detecting and 

environmental sampling. Should significant environmental deposits be found the 

advice of a specialist at QUEST (University of Reading) will be sought to inform the 

sampling strategy. 

 

5.2.9  Should human remains be encountered during the course of the fieldwork they will, if 

at all possible, be preserved in situ. If necessary, the Ministry of Justice will be 

contacted and an AASI licence obtained. The procedures will all be in accordance with 

the Ministry of Justice’s 2008 statement: ‘Burial Law and Archaeology’. This 

document sets out the requirements for licence applications to be made under the 

Burial Act of 1857 wherever human remains are buried in sites to which the Disused 

Burial Grounds (Amendment) Act 1981 or other burial ground legislation does not 

apply. Any human remains will be treated with proper respect and attention. 

 

5.2.10 Any finds identified as treasure under the Treasure Act (1996) and the Treasure 

(Designation) Order (2002) will be recorded, protected as necessary and removed to a 

safe place as soon as possible – ideally on the same day. 

 

5.3 Post-excavation  

 

 The fieldwork will be followed by off-site assessment and compilation of an evaluation 

report, and (assuming no further work is required) by ordering and deposition of the 

site archive. 

 

5.3.1 Finds and samples 
  

 Assessment of finds will be undertaken by appropriately qualified staff (see Appendix 

I). Finds and samples will be treated in accordance with the appropriate guidelines, 

including the Museum of London’s ‘Standards for the Preparation of Finds to be 

permanently retained by the Museum of London’.  All identified finds and artefacts 

will be retained and bagged with unique numbers related to the context record, 

although certain classes of material may be discarded if an appropriate record has been 

made.  Sensitive artefacts will be properly treated, in line with the appropriate 

Standards. 
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5.4 Report procedure 
  

5.4.1 Brief summaries will be produced after each phase of the development programme. A 

final report will be compiled upon completion of all 15 trial trenches, being a synthesis 

of all 5 phases of work.  

 

5.4.2 The report will contain a description of the fieldwork plus details of any archaeological 

remains or finds, and an interpretation of the associated deposits.  Illustrations will be 

included as appropriate, including at a minimum a site plan located to the OS grid and 

provided in both .pdf and .dwg shapefile formats. A short summary of the project will 

be appended using the OASIS Data Collection Form, and in paragraph form suitable 

for publication within the ‘excavation round-up’ of the London Archaeologist. 

 

5.4.3 Copies of the evaluation report will be supplied to the Client, Historic England and 

Lambeth Borough Council. 

 

5.4.4 There is no provision for further analysis or publication of significant findings.  Should 

these be made the requirements would need to be discussed and agreed with the Client 

and with the Archaeological Advisor to Lambeth Council. 

 

5.5 The site archive 

 

 Assuming that no further work is required, an ordered indexed and internally 

consistent archive of the evaluation will be compiled in line with MoL Guidelines for 

the Preparation of Archaeological Archives, and will be deposited in the Museum of 

London Archaeological Archive. The integrity of the site archive should be 

maintained, and the landowner will be urged to donate any archaeological finds to the 

Museum.
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Fig.1: OS map extract with site location in red 
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Fig.2: Mid-scale site plan 
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Fig.3: Extract from the BGS sheet 270: South London with the site in red 

 



 11 

 
Fig.4: Extract from 1897 OS map with site plan and phasing highlighted 

 

 
Fig.5: Extract from 1952 OS map with site plan and phasing highlighted 
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Fig.6: Proposed site layout showing footprint and massing, numbers correspond to number of 

storeys 

 

Site A/B = Phase 1 

Site C = Phase 2 

Site D = Phase 3 

Site E = Phase 4 

Site F = Phase 5 
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Fig.7: Site plan showing 

phasing and trench layout 

 

Pink = Phase 1 

Blue = Phase 2 or 3 

Green = Phase 2 or 3 

Yellow = Phase 4 or 5 

Orange = Phase 4 or 5 
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Fig.8: Proposed ground floor of central portion of site (Phase 2 / Site C) with evaluation trench 

layout 
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Fig.9: Proposed section through Site C / Phase 2 
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Fig.10: Proposed ground floor for Site E / Phase 4 with evaluation trench layout 
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Fig.11: Proposed ground floor plan for Site F / Phase 5 with evaluation trench layout 
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Fig.12: Extract from 1952 OS map showing evaluation trenches in relation to late-Victorian terraced 

properties 
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APPENDIX I SPECIALIST STAFF 

 

The following external specialists have previously worked with Compass Archaeology and 

may be consulted on this project, depending on the artefacts/ other material recovered during 

the fieldwork: 

 

Katie Anderson (ABCeramic Specialists)   Roman and prehistoric ceramics 

Valentina Bernardi (UCL)      Human remains 

Paul Blinkhorn (Independent Consultant)    Saxon to post-medieval ceramics 

Rose Broadley  (Independent Consultant)   Roman to Post-medieval glass 

Jon Cotton (Independent Consultant)    Prehistoric flintwork and metalwork and 

        ceramics 

Stephen Freeth (Independent Consultant)    Manuscript Research and Inscriptions 

Mike Hammerson (Independent Consultant)   Roman coins & ceramics 

Matilda Holmes (Independent Consultant)   Animal bone 

Lynne Keys (Independent Consultant)   Metal working slag and by-products 

Susan Pringle (Independent Consultant)    Ceramic building material 

Quaternary Scientific (QUEST)     Environmental Archaeology 

Dr Mark Samuel (Independent Consultant)   Worked stone 

Dr Ruth Schaffrey (Independent Consultant)   Worked stone 

Dr Jörn Schuster (Independent Consultant)    Small finds 

Anthony Yendall (Independent consultant)   Metal detectorist 

 


